
Autumn 2017 

Introduction from the Director, Libby Buckley 

 

With autumn fast approaching we have new exhibitions, a series of talks and plenty of activities 

for people to get involved in. We are welcoming Jim Malone with his first solo show of 2017 

opening on the 9 September along with The Teabowl: Past & Present exhibition in the cube 

gallery.  

We are currently busy shortlisting the 70 applications for the new Seasalt apprenticeship starting 

in October. Interviews will be in September and we are really excited about having a new person 

on board.  

 

Funding secured for four years 

As a charity we apply for grants to help support the work we do. We recently applied to Arts 

Council England to continue to be a ‘National Portfolio Organisation’ and also to Cornwall 

Council for support. We were successful with both and were awarded £40,000 per year from the 

Arts Council and £5,000 from Cornwall Council for 4 years 2018-2022. This contributes around 

10% to our income and the rest we generate ourselves onsite.  

We would like to grow the work we do and will be looking at other ways of increasing our 

funding for community participation work and continuing our work with people with dementia.  

 

Libby Buckley, Director 

 

   Potter of the Month 

Our current Potter of the Month is Tomoo Hamada. The BBC Four 

documentary ‘Handmade in Japan, Mingei Pottery’ featured Tomoo 

and there has subsequently been a great deal of interest in his work 

and of course his historic family connection to the Leach Pottery. 

 

 

Our Potter of the month for September will be the well known and 

widely respected potter John Jelfs and for October’s Potter of the month we are very happy to  

feature our own Deputy Studio Manager and Production potter, Kat Wheeler. 

Seconds Sale 

 

On August 26th and 27th between 10 – 4pm we will be having a 

seconds sale at the pottery: always extremely popular there 
has already been a huge amount of interest and sharing on 

social media.  

Mark is going to have a very busy weekend! We hope to see 

you there. 
Photo by Sarah White 



Exhibitions Roundup: Two Exhibitions, One Preview 

Join Us On 8 September 6-8pm 
  

‘Jim Malone: New Pots From The Kiln’ 

Dates: Preview: 8 September 2017, 6-8pm | Exhibition: 9 September to 29 October 2017 

The Leach Pottery is excited to present new pots by Jim Malone in 

his first solo exhibition of 2017. Jim will be selecting pots from his 

forthcoming summer kiln firings and is anticipating a range of forms 

including bottles, jugs, and tea bowls decorated with tenmoku, kaki, 

wood ash, and hakame glazes and surfaces.  Jim Malone has been 
making high-fired stoneware pottery and porcelain since the early 

1970s: he works alone producing a wide range of individual pottery 

forms. One of Britain's foremost potters, Jim has exhibited widely in 

this country as well as in America, Germany and Hong Kong. Jim is a 

Fellow of the Craft Potters Association of Great Britain. 

Jim Malone will also be teaching a Masterclass, in the Old Pottery, over 3 days in September. Jim 

will be working with a small group of students and returning to the essence of the skills and 

thinking that are required to throw and make better pots. 

There will be the opportunity to meet Jim Malone, and discuss his work, at the public Preview 

on 8 September 2017.  

 

The exhibition runs in the Leach Pottery Entrance Gallery. All works for sale. 

………………………. 

‘The Teabowl: Past & Present’ 
 

Dates: Preview: 8 September 2017, 6-8pm | Exhibition: 9 September 2017 to 11 March 2018. 

The Leach Pottery’s new Museum exhibition tells the story of the teabowl, 

a highly valued ceramic form closely linked with Japan and becoming 

increasingly popular in contemporary Western ceramics. The exhibition 

will present various examples of teabowls, including historic teabowls from 

the East, teabowls made in the West in the spirit of tradition, and teabowls 

made with a sense of subversion. Curated by artist and writer Dr Bonnie 

Kemske, and Dr Matthew Tyas of the Leach Pottery, the exhibition will 

also tell the history of the teabowl, as it arose in the East through use in 

chanoyu, or Japanese tea ceremony, and its journey to the West. Outside 

of Japan, many potters have venerated traditional teabowl techniques and 

aesthetics, while some have chosen to subvert and challenge its deep cultural legacy. The 

exhibition also coincides with the Bloomsbury publication of ‘The Teabowl: East & West’ by Dr 

Kemske, which further explores the themes of this exhibition and examines the teabowl through 

both its use and its aesthetic, and provides further consideration of the teabowl’s venerated 

status and mystique. Dr Kemske will be giving a talk about her book in St Ives on 11 October 

2017. 

There will be the opportunity to meet Bonnie and Matthew, and discuss the exhibition, at the 

Preview on 8 September 2017. 

 

The exhibition runs in the Leach Pottery Cube Gallery 



 
 
Autumn Talks  

 
11 September 2017, 1pm St Ives Art Club (Ticket £5.50) 

 
Talk: William Marshall: The Leach Pottery’s First Apprentice 

By Dr Matthew Tyas, Exhibitions Coordinator at the Leach 

Pottery and an independent potter, curator and researcher.  

 

William Marshall (1923-2007) became the Leach Pottery’s first 

apprentice in 1938. Working at the Pottery until the late 1970s, 

Bill was the Foreman and sometimes the hands of Bernard Leach. 

Dr Matthew Tyas presents a review of Bill’s pots and practice 

that called on both Leach and Oriental traditions. 

 
Photo: Yunomi by William Marshall 

Photo Credit: Copyright 2017  Matthew Tyas 

 

18 September 2017, 1pm St Ives Arts Club (Ticket £5.50)  

 

Talk: The Geometry of Beauty (Why we like patterns) 

By Roelof Uys, Lead Potter at the Leach Pottery  

 

A talk about the evolution of pattern making and how it may have 

played a part in the development of human consciousness, abstract 

thought and the rules of aesthetics.  And how we apply this knowledge 

at the Leach Pottery today. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Roelof Uys, Lead Potter at the Leach Pottery  

Photo Credit: Copyright 2017 Matthew Tyas 

 

11 October 2017, 1pm, Porthmeor Studios (Ticket FREE) 
 

Talk 'The Teabowl: East & West'  

By Dr Bonnie Kemske 

 

In this talk the Leach Pottery is proud to present Dr Bonnie Kemske, author of the new book The 

Teabowl: East & West, who will look at the context of the teabowl as it arose in chanoyu, Japanese 

tea ceremony, and the changes it has undergone through its history. 

Including images of famous teabowl styles, such as Raku and Oribe, with discussion about the 

cultural contexts of such legendary bowls. The talk will then move forward to the 20th and 21st 

centuries when this iconic ceramic form travelled from Japan to Europe and the Americas, and 

became ubiquitous in contemporary ceramics. Considering the losses and gains made when 

contemporary studio ceramicists appropriated the teabowl, Dr Kemske will ask ‘are 

contemporary teabowls still teabowls?’. 

 

This is a free talk organised by the Leach Pottery, St Ives. Signed copies of 'The Teabowl: East & 

West' will be available to purchase on the day. 



Studio Team News Round-Up 

 
It's been a busy summer here in the Leach Pottery’s production studio. We welcome Lexie 

Macleod back in the workshop volunteering along with Carson Culp, who remains with us until 
November.  Callum Trudgeon has graduated from his apprenticeship, with a hugely successful 

exhibition of his work. The exhibition is now closed, but his work is still available in the shop 

and online. The ‘Clay in Practice’ exhibition featuring skilled potters from the workshop, 

Laurence Eastwood, Matt Foster, Britta James, and Kat Wheeler, is also winding down. This 

exhibition closes on 3 September, so there’s still time if you would like to pop in and have a 

look!  We have had a hugely successful apprenticeship drive. Soon we will be going through the 

interview process and are looking forward to welcoming a new apprentice in October!  

 

We've also recently played host to a film crew, featuring Rowland Rivron and his wife, Monica. 

Kat Wheeler spent the afternoon giving Roland and Monica a throwing lesson on the kick 

wheel. The footage is being used in a pilot they plan to pitch to the BBC and ITV. 

 

Our workshop team had a very successful outing to the Port 

Elliot festival, 27-30 July. When we weren't traipsing through 

the mud, we had an intense weekend of demonstrations on the 

kick wheel and throwing lessons on the 4 electric wheels we 

brought along to the event. 

 

Now we’ve settled back into the workshop and we are 

working on filling orders and designing some new work for our 

range. We're also delighted to be designing a range of pots for 

Tate St Ives, and are looking forward to seeing how that 

develops! While we continue to support Aaron Angell’s 

residency at the Leach we are steadily working on finishing the soda kiln 

we've been building over the last couple months. It is close to completion now and we are all 

excited to fire it and explore some new finishes!  

Aaron Angell Residency 
 

Aaron Angell has been a resident at the Leach Pottery from June. 

His exhibition at the Tate runs until 3rd September.  

 

Reflecting on his time at the Leach so far, Aaron says: 

 

“I’ve had a really productive time at the Leach. It’s been an amazing 

environment to work in and one which is very different from my 

normal pottery. I’ve really been turned on to throwing too, an 

inevitable symptom of being surrounded by so many good potters. 

I’ve made about 200 pots and 25 sculptures - many of which are 

awaiting soda firing in the (soon to be completed) new wood kiln. I’m very grateful to everyone 

at the leach for all their help and for hosting me as artist in residence this summer.” 
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Shop Update 

The shop has been very busy over the last few weeks with lots of interest in the new styles that 

have been added to the standard ware range; including tankards, ramekin dishes, beakers and a 

new jug shape.   Both the shop and the online web shop continue to be busy, selling individual 
potter’s work as well as the Standard Ware. We are also continuing to add more work by 

individual potters onto the web shop as customers seem to be responding well to being able to 

buy a wider and more eclectic range of potters’ work online. 

 

In June we had our first large wedding gift list order for 

a wedding in September. The order included a 

comprehensive set of standard ware along with gift 

vouchers - most items on the list have already been 

purchased.  As it was the first gift list we were pleased 

to see that it seems to be working well! 

We will promote this now as the wedding couple have 

been happy with the service and the guests found it 

easy to navigate and buy from the list. 

 

There is still a limited stock of handcrafted Potter’s 

aprons made by Francli Craftwear from her studio just outside Falmouth.  

They have proved to be popular by the production team who wear them daily and by throwing 

course participants, some of whom have bought them to take home. 

Photo by Sarah White 

Spot the Potter  
 

Created by the St Ives Rotary Club to complement their ‘Spot the Artist’ exhibition, the Leach 

Pottery is hosting a ‘Spot The Potter’ exhibition during the second week of the St Ives 

September Festival. ‘Spot The Potter’ is a unique exhibition and sale of pots generously donated 

by Cornish potters. All the proceeds from the sale will go towards the St Ives Rotary Club 

Cornwall Potter’s Travel Bursary. Adding a sense of excitement, we are going to raffle the pots.  

 

We initially asked potters to donate a small bowl or mug but many of the potters have been 

incredibly generous and donated work in all sorts of shapes and sizes - many far larger than 

anticipated! We feel the best way to raise money for the bursary is to raffle these pots so that 

people have the chance to win an amazing pot for a modest ticket price. 

For more details see www.leachpottery.com/spot-the-potter-2017 

Mashiko Visitors 
 

In September, we are looking forward to welcoming a group of very distinguished visitors from 

Mashiko, Japan. The town is strongly linked to St Ives through the friendship and working 

relationship of Bernard Leach and Shoji Hamada and in 2012 the Mayor of Mashiko and the 

Mayor of St. Ives signed a Declaration of Friendship and Cultural Collaboration at a ceremony at 

the Guildhall St. Ives. 

 

The group visiting in September will include the Town Mayor of Mashiko, Tomoo Hamada, 

grandson of Shoji Hamada, Koi Isaka, owner of Gallery St. Ives in Tokyo and long-time friend of 

the Leach Pottery along with several other representatives of Mashiko Town. 

The group will visit the Leach Pottery, attend a reception in the Guildhall St. Ives and visit St. Ives 

School and the Barbara Hepworth Museum.  On 20th September, representatives from the Leach 

Pottery have been invited to a reception at the Japanese Embassy in London. 



 Learning & Participation Team 
 

Our summer holiday family activities are now in full swing including Clay Days, ‘have a go’ and a 

museum trail. Children have made some beautiful and imaginative ceramic work at Clay Days 

based on our rolling programme of themes including fish dishes, sculptures, coil pots and tiles.  

 

Here are some of the other projects we have been working on recently:  

 

The St Ives Infants School 50th Anniversary mural has now been 

fired and the school have started to mount it on the wall at the 

entrance to the school. We hope the children and parents will be 

excited to see their completed work when they return to school in 

September. 

 

 

 

Debra Sloan’s one week Masterclass to create a roof finial or guardian 

took place at the end of May and was very well attended. Participants made 

highly imaginative large sculptures designed to sit on their roof ridge tiles 

including a horse, an elephant, an ark full of family members and Debra 

herself made a Beagle with a Celtic cross for the roof of our namesake 

building. For more information about our upcoming masterclasses visit our 

website. 

 
Culture Camp – We are collaborating with St Ives 

School of Painting and have just run the first of their 

Sunday workshops for teenagers which are taking 

place every Sunday throughout August. We had a great 

day making tiles based on the coastline around St Ives 

then everyone took part in a raku firing in the 

afternoon with highly individual and exciting results. At 

the end of the project they will have worked towards a 

Bronze Arts Award and there will be a showcase of 

creative work at the School of Painting on Sunday 3 

September.  

 

Sweetshop of Words - On 13 July the hands on area of the museum was transformed by 

performance poet/artist - Sally Crabtree and the 'Sweetshop of Words'. This was an interactive 

installation of conceptual confectionary where each visitor was given a small gold coin with 

which they could choose one sweet at the counter. They were then invited to make a porcelain 

sweet with our Learning and Participation team which they could either take away or have fired 

and give as gifts to our young visitors from Japan in November.   

 

Here are some comments from people who came 

along: 

“A life affirming experience.”  

“My wife brought me along and I was a little bit 

skeptical but I’ve totally changed my mind – fantastic!” 
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Aaron Angell - Our current artist in residence Aaron Angell closely linked to the Tate St Ives 

has brought an alternative dimension to the Clore Learning Studio, as he uses the Leach clay as 

his sculpting medium and creatively develops his stoneware glazes.  We have run two 

workshops in conjunction with Aaron Angell and the Tate St Ives; Ceramic 101 and Talking 

Tate. 

 

Ceramic 101 was set up for a selected number of artists to join Aaron for 2 days of making in 

ceramics and to produce a piece of conceptual art.  It was a great opportunity for the artists to 

work with clay and gain an understanding of the processes involved and some of its limitations as 

well as its wonders.  Aaron set them to task with an experimental collaborative 

workshop to start with, before they settled into their own work.    

 

Talking Tate took place at The Leach Pottery this month where we worked with a group of 

partially sighted adults to make sculptural works influenced by Aaron Angell's work.  Aaron 

showed the participants how to throw on the kick wheel and Tate’s Team gave an indepth 
description of the Museum and history of the Leach Pottery.   It was very well received by all 

who took place and was a positive step in widening our audience participation.  

 

Kresen Kernow - We have also had the charity, Carefree, in Redruth come to participate with 

us on an exciting project in conjunction with the Cornish Archives Record Office and the 

Studies Library.  Kresen Kernow is the name of the new archives building currently under 

construction in Redruth which is to house all the Cornish 

archives as of 2018.  Our brief was to create a panel of tiles 

whilst working with their young people and youth workers 

taking inspiration from Redruth’s surrounding areas and the 

archives themselves. The Clore Learning Studio was a hive of 

activity and they managed to make 60 tiles which they will glaze 

and apply transfers to in a few weeks time.  With special thanks 

for the day going so smoothly to David Griffin, who put on an 

excellent tour and demo for them in the Old Pottery. 

 

Last but not least we would like to thank everyone who has 

participated with us this year as we continue to broaden our 

range of what we have to offer to our widening audiences.  

Starting back in September for the September Festival we will 

have our weekly, ‘Have A Go Thursdays’ session with Bob 

Wilcox, a volunteer here at the pottery  

as well as our two weekly nightclasses, ‘Throwing’ on 

Wednesdays and ‘Handbuilding’ on Thursdays.  

 

Volunteers 

 
We have a much valued team of volunteers working in  the museum entrance.  However, we 

would always welcome more - particularly to act as cover when a regular volunteer is unable to 
come in for any reason.  If you live locally and would like to get involved for a few hours per 

week or as an occasional reserve, please do contact our Visitor Services Assistant, Madeleine 

Kempson  madeleine.kempson@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:madeleine.kempson@hotmail.co.uk


Night Classes 

Throwing/Clay on the Wheel 
This course takes you through the full process, from clay preparation to glazing. You will learn 

throwing techniques for one-offs or production, turning and finishing, handle pulling, decorating 
and glazing techniques. No experience necessary. 

 

8 weeks: Weds 27 September – 22 November (1 week half term)  6.00pm-8.30pm  

Maximum 5 people.  Cost: £200 including all tuition and firing. 

 

Handbuilding 
The course introduces a range of hand-building techniques including pinch pots, coil pots and slab 

work. Participants learn clay preparation, decorating techniques such as creative slip work, under-

glazes, impressing, incising and glaze application. 8 week course. No experience necessary. 

 
Thurs 28 Sept to 23 November  6.30pm-8.30pm (1 week half term) 

Maximum 10 people (minimum 6 people).  Cost: £160 including all tuition and firing (approx 6 

pieces). 

 

Courses can be booked online via our website 

Courses & Workshops 

 

Clay Day Children’s Workshops  
 
Claydays workshops are for children aged approximately 6-12 years old, sessions are at 10.30am 

and 2pm, last for approximately one hour, and cost £7 per child. Booking is essential as places 

are limited. Please see the dates and activities below: 

 

AUTUMN HALF TERM 2017 

Tuesday 24th October 2017 - Sculptures 

Wednesday 25th October 2017 - Tiles 

 
Claydays can be booked via our website 

Have A Go Thursdays 
 

FREE drop-in sessions (subject to entry to the Museum) 

An exciting new opportunity for everyone to have a go with clay during their visit to the Leach 

Pottery to complete their authentic experience. 

 

10.30am-12.30pm in the Old Workshop. A mix of hand building, throwing and pinching work-

shops. 

Thursdays:  31 Aug,  7 Sep, 14 Sep,  21 Sep,  28 Sep,  5 Oct,  12 Oct,  19 Oct,  26 Oct 

(Throwing),  21 Dec,  28 Dec. 

 

No need to book, just turn up on the morning! 



Masterclasses: Forthcoming workshops 

 

Jim Malone - 3-day Throwing Course - 11th - 13th September - £300 

 

Designed for throwers who can throw a bowl and a basic cylinder and would like to get to the 

next level. *FULLY BOOKED* 

 

Jill Fanshawe-Kato - Japanese Pottery for Food and Drink - 1-day talk, demon-

stration and workshop - 28 October - £75 

 

The day will begin with an illustrated talk on Japanese pottery for food and drink, followed by a 

demonstration and hands-on activity based on Jill’s work. Participants will also enjoy a vegetarian 

sushi lunch. 

 

Adrian Brough - Throwing Masterclass - 15 November - £100 

 

A throwing masterclass exploring form and surface using slips, incising, and other creative  

techniques. Held in the throwing room of the Leach Pottery and working on the historic kick 

wheels. 

 
To book a place, or for further information, visit https://www.leachpottery.com/

masterclasses or phone 01736 799703 

Throwing Courses 
 

The 3 & 5 day throwing course for 2018 are now available to book via our website. Courses are 

suitable for beginners and improvers. There are only 4 places on each course so they do book 

up quickly. The dates are: 

 

8th - 10th January 2018 - 3 Day   9th - 11th July 2018 - 3 Day 

22nd - 26th January 2018 - 5 Day   16th - 20th July 2018 - 5 Day 

5th - 7th February 2018 - 3 Day   30th July - 1st August 2018 - 3 Day 

12th - 16th February 2018 - 5 Day   6th - 10th August 2018 - 5 Day 

5th - 7th March 2018 - 3 Day    20th - 24th August 2018 - 5 Day 

12th - 14th March 2018 - 3 Day   27th - 29th August 2018 - 3 Day 

19th - 23rd March 2018 - 5 Day   10th - 14th September 2018 - 5 Day 

2nd - 6th April 2018 - 5 Day    17th - 19th September 2018 - 3 Day 

9th - 13th April 2018 - 5 Day    24th - 26th September 2018 - 3 Day 

16th - 18th April 2018 - 3 Day   8th - 12th October 2018 - 5 Day 

7th - 9th May 2018 - 3 Day    15th - 17th October 2018 - 3 Day 

14th - 18th May 2018 - 5 Day   22nd - 24th October 2018 - 3 Day 

28th - 30th May 2018 - 3 Day   5th - 9th November 2018 - 5 Day 

4th - 6th June 2018 - 3 Day    19th - 21st November 2018 - 3 Day 

11th - 13th June 2018 - 3 Day   3rd - 7th December 2018 - 5 Day 

25th - 29th June 2018 - 5 Day   10th - 12th December - 3 Day 

2nd - 6th July 2018 - 5 Day   

 
               To book a place or for more information, please see our website  

   

https://www.leachpottery.com/masterclasses/
https://www.leachpottery.com/masterclasses/


Leach Pottery Opening Hours 
March - October  

Mon-Sat 10am to 5pm (last entries to museum 4.30pm) 
Sun 11am to 4pm (last entries to museum 3.30pm) 

  

November - end of February 

Mon-Sat 10am to 5pm (last entries to museum 4.30pm) 

Closed Sundays 

Closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day 

 

Leach Pottery, Higher Stennack, St. Ives, TR26 2HE 

Telephone : 01736 799703   

Email : office@leachpottery.com  

Website : www.leachpottery.com 

 

 
Join our 

Facebook & 

Twitter 

groups for 

the latest 

updates 

Leach Pottery Online Shop: https://www.leachpottery.com/shop-home/ 

Future Newsletters: if you would prefer to receive future newsletters via email, please contact  

Margaret  at office@leachpottery.com with your email address. Thank you. 

Leach Pottery Website: up-to-date information about all our exhibitions, events and classes 

available on our website www.leachpottery.com   

Summary of Events in 2017  

 

Title Time & Venue Date Cost 

Preview: Jim Malone New Pots from the Kiln 

& The Teabowl Past & Present 

 

6 – 8pm 

Leach Pottery 

8 September FREE 

Talk : William Marshall : The Leach Pottery’s 

First Apprentice 

By Dr. Matthew Tyas 

1pm 

St. Ives Arts Club 

11 September £5.50 

Jim Malone : Throwing Workshop 10.30am – 4pm 11-13 September FULLY 

BOOKED 

  

Talk : The Geometry of Beauty 

By Roelof Uys 

1pm 

St. Ives Arts Club 

18 September £5.50 

Talk : The Teabowl : East & West 

By Dr. Bonnie Kemske 

1pm 

Porthmeor 

Studios 

11 October FREE 

Jill Fanshaw-Kato: Japanese Pottery for Food 

& Drink 

 

10am – 4pm 

Leach Pottery 

28 October £75 

Adrian Brough: Stoneware/Slipware 

Throwing Course 

10am – 5pm 

Leach Pottery 

15 November £100 

https://www.leachpottery.com/shop-home/
https://www.leachpottery.com

