
Making your mark 
45 minutes - 1 hour 
National Curriculum: 
Art & Design: to analyse and evaluate their own work, 
and that of others, in order to strengthen the visual impact 
or applications of their work 
Mathematics: use mathematical vocabulary to describe 
position, direction and movement, including reflection and 
rotation 

Materials needed: Images from the image bank 
showing the stamps used by the Leach Potters; 
Photocopies of the marking your mark worksheet, 
one per child.  

Optional: A clay object with a maker’s mark or 
signature (Look on the bottom of your dishware!);  

Photocopies or reference books such as British Studio 
Potters’ Marks by Eric Yates-Owen and Robert 
Fournier *Available in the Leach Library*  

A quick image search online for ‘pottery marks’ will 
offer some good examples as well.  
http://bispm.co.uk/search.php 

Examples of prehistoric marks can be found: 
https://www.lib.utexas.edu/engin/trademark/timel 
ine/pre/pots.html 

Key Questions: Why do potters sign their work using 
a stamp? What does the Leach Pottery mark 
symbolize and why is it important? 

Learning Objectives: Students will understand the 
practical function and symbolic significance of a 
maker’s mark, and in particular, the Leach Pottery 
stamp. Students will choose one design as their 
maker’s mark to represent themselves symbolically.  

Extension: Make stamps with students’ marks. 
Remember that in making a stamp, all lettering or 
directional images must be done backwards to show 
up in the reverse on the work.  

Carving the design into the stamp will produce a 
raised image. Carving the stamp away from your 
design will produce a hollow image. 

Activity: 
1) Introduce students to the concept by allowing

them to explore objects and images of makers
marks. Have them choose at least two examples
and pair-share why they like it.

2) Even very ancient pottery sometimes has the
name of the person who made it. It’s rare, but
it allows archaeologists to know about the lives
of potters who lived a long time ago. Today
some potters write their name, but many use a
stamp, an idea that grew out of the way Bernard
saw art being signed in Asia and Japan.
Extension: Have students discuss the
placement of pottery marks. Do they notice
that some places are more common? Why do
they think this might be? Why might a factory
want to put a mark on their work? Why do you
think some studio potters use a stamp? What
would be the advantages over drawing it each
time?

3) The symbol used by the Leach pottery to ‘sign’
their work is a very important maker’s mark.

a. It is a symbol of quality: Even today
the potters who make things at the
Leach Pottery have to be really good
before they get to use the stamp!

b. It tells you where the pot was made and
who made it. Sometimes there are two
stamps, one for the pottery and one for
the potter. For example, Bernard Leach
had a special BL stamp just for him that
he used along with the Leach Pottery
Stamp.

c. It has uses an image to represent St.
Ives and Leach’s connection to Japan
where they use stamps to sign art.

4)

5)

6)

Hand out worksheet. You might demonstrate 
the process with your own mark, talking about 
your thinking as you try out different ideas and 
variations. Circulate during the worktime and 
encourage students to try different variations 
and ideas, and encourage them to keep it 
simple! Older students can try out more ideas 
in a sketchbook, choose their top five and have 
a small group critique to choose the final 
design. Give a 5-minute warning reminder to 
choose the best.
Students who are participating in a practical 
workshop at the pottery can bring and use this 
final design on their work.
Have the students share and explain what they 
have chosen to include in their maker’s mark. 
Put together a wall poster or ‘dictionary’ of your 
classes’ marks.
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INSTRUCTIONS: 

Think about your design: It will represent you in a unique way!  You can use your initials, a symbol 

or design you like, or any combination of the above. 

Draw AT LEAST five different ideas in the boxes below.  If you get stuck, try turning your shapes or 

letters or ask your neighbour for a suggestion. Use more paper if you need to. 

Choose one of the designs that you like the best to be your maker’s mark. What will you put it on? 

Name:  _______________________ 

Class: _________________________ 

Draw your design ideas here: 

TIP: Keep your design simple! 

Many potters and ceramic artists mark their work with a special 

symbol, just like a painter signs a painting. 

Your stamp is a creative way to put a bit of yourself into the pots 

you make. (And if you become famous, it makes your pots 

worth a whole lot more!) 

Draw your final design idea here: 
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