
February 2017 

Introduc	on from the Director  

 
It has been an extremely busy few months since I started here last summer. The autumn saw 

fantas�c po�ers Jeff Oestreich, Pat Burns and Clemen�na Van der Walt staying here on 

residencies. Coming from very different parts of the world they all brought a passion for po�ery 

that invigorated the staff and volunteers here and made our family just that li�le bit bigger.  

 

Two Leach Po�ery babies also appeared last year – Richard and Bri�a James had a baby boy, 

Milan, in July and Amanda Brier also had a baby boy, Harry, a-er pu.ng up her exhibi�on the 

week before! We also have two new studio volunteers Carson and Annabel living onsite and 

working hard and a new gardener, Judith, who has been digging in ALL weathers.  

 

Although we generate over 89% of our income ourselves onsite – from the studio, shop, courses 

and museum admission,  we have just completed a much needed new applica�on to the Arts 

Council for a small grant for the years 2018-2022. We keep our fingers crossed and I shall 

con�nue to apply for lots of other grants to allow us to develop the site and our programmes.  

 

We are looking forward to a fantas�c few months coming up and here is just a bit of what is 

happening….  

POTTER OF THE MONTH - BRITTA JAMES 

Each month the website showcases the work of a chosen po�er. The 

Po�er of the month for February is Bri�a James. Trained in Germany 

Bri�a followed freely the ancient cra-s tradi�on of travelling for three 

years and a day to deepen her skills and learn about different cultural 

aspects of ceramics. She worked for po�ers in Germany, France, New 

Zealand and England where she first worked for the Leach Po�ery in 

2010/2011. In par�cular, during her �me with New Zealand po�er Petra 

Meyboden, she learned about woodfiring and various techniques of 

decora�on which had a great influence on her work. In 2012 she became 

a permanent member of the produc�on team at the Leach Po�ery where 

she produces the new Leach Tableware. For her own individual work, Bri�a 

produces a wide range of well cra-ed wheel thrown kitchen and table ware. 

Please see our website for more informa�on and to purchase Bri�a’s work 

through our webshop. 

 

The Po�er of the Month for March will be Tim Lake.  



Exhibi	ons Roundup 
 

Join Us at Our Next Preview: Two New Exhibi	ons Open on 24 March 2017 
 

‘Japanese Connec�ons’: 25 March-11 June 2017 

‘Clay: That Con�nuous Material’: 25 March-27 August 2017 
 

You are warmly invited to our opening Preview on Friday 24 March 6-8pm, which heralds the start 

of two new exhibi�ons. ‘Japanese Connec�ons’, our Entrance Gallery selling exhibi�on, features 

pots with a Japanese connec�on. The po�ers featured include Shinsaku Hamada, who visited the 

Leach Po�ery in 1963, and Tomoo Hamada who first visited us in 1995. Both po�ers s�ll work in 

Mashiko, and  tableware pots made at their Hamada Po�ery will also be exhibited. Also featured 

is Shigeyoshi Ichino, who worked at the Leach Po�ery from 1969-73, and Koie Ryoji who did a 

three week residency with us in 2010. Finally, Kat Wheeler, one of our Produc�on Po�ers who 

worked at the Hamada Po�ery for 10 weeks in 2015, will be showing pots made during her �me 

in Japan. 

 

Also opening is ‘Clay: That Con�nuous Material’, which takes a closer look at the material we use 

every day. The story of clay will be told across the site, from the pioneering early days of the 

Leach Po�ery, which made its own clay using materials delivered over the wall, to how clay is 

formed and its place in Cornwall’s geology. The exhibi�on offers a mix of fun and educa�onal 

family ac�vi�es, new visitor materials in the Old Po�ery, and an exhibi�on about clay in the Cube 

Gallery. The exhibi�on is further enriched by Aaron Angell’s residency in conjunc�on with our 

partners at Tate St Ives: he will be using the Leach Po�ery as a base for making new ceramics. 

Angell established the Troy Town Art Po�ery, in London, and is co-cura�ng the Tate St Ives March 

2017 opening exhibi�on ‘That Con�nuous Thing: Ar�sts and the Ceramics Studio, 1920 – Today’. 

Current Exhibi	ons: Plymouth in Prac	ce 
 

We’ve also said goodbye to our long-running Trevor Corser 

exhibi�on in the Cube Gallery - which has served as a wonderful 

testament to Trevor’s life and �me at the Leach Po�ery. The Cube 

Gallery and the Entrance Gallery are now 

hos�ng exhibi�ons by the staff, alumni 

and students of Plymouth College of Art, 

showcasing their rich and crea�ve ceramic prac�ce. The Cube Gallery 

Exhibi�on of staff work con�nues 

un�l 12 March and the Entrance 

Gallery selling exhibi�on of pots, by alumni and students, 

con�nues un�l 19 March 2017. For details, see: h�p://

www.leachpo�ery.com/plymouthinprac�ce 

 



Recent Exhibi	ons 
 

We’ve seen some great exhibi�ons come and go since the last 

Newsle�er. A-er the conclusion of Amanda Brier’s exhibi�on in 

the Entrance Gallery, we ended the year with ‘Fire It Up!’ which 

opened on 4 November. This exhibi�on showed new work by our 

Studio Team and had an amazing Preview event, which not only 

involved hot soup in handmade tableware by the fireplace but also 

had an outdoor live firing event in a specially constructed kiln! The 

Preview was well a�ended and it was great to see some old 

friends and new faces. 

 

 

 

Following on from their highly successful 

residency and exhibi�on in 2014, we 

welcomed back American po�ers Jeff 

Oestreich and Pat Burns for a new 

residency and exhibi�on of their work in 

October 2016. The po�ers worked with a 

combina�on of the Studio’s clays and 

improvised with their slips, glazing, and 

firing, to discover new varia�ons in their 

work. In homage to his late friend and 

colleague Trevor Corser, who died in 

2015, Jeff also made ‘friendship towels’, 

for the staff of the Po�ery, using 

fabric from Trevor’s work apron. 

Photo by Ma0hew Tyas 

Request from Carson Culp one of our studio volunteers  

 
Hello, 

 

 My name is Carson Culp, I am a 21 year old ceramic ar�st based out of 

Portland, Oregon. I have recently moved to St. Ives to work alongside the 

produc�on team at the Leach Po%ery. My main focus here is the making 

of the standard ware range and learning what it takes to run a produc�on 

po%ery studio. I have been working with clay for about five years now and 

feel like a'er my �me here I want to be a long-term Ar�st in Residence 

somewhere either in London or another part of Europe. This will allow me 

to strictly focus on a body of my own work and also reflect and share the 

experiences I have accumulated at the Leach Po%ery. Please contact me through my website at 

(culppo%ery.com) if anyone knows of a program I can a%end or even a local ar�st that can 

provide some sort of residency. 

 

Thank you, 

Carson Culp 

Photo by Sarah White 
Pat with Laurence Eastwood,  

one of our produc	on po0ers 

Photo by Sarah White 



 Leach Po0ery Residencies 
 

Clemen	na van der Walt  
Clemen�na completed a 4 week residency at the Leach Po�ery in October last year.  

Clemen�na van der Walt is a well-known South African studio po�er, based in Cape Town, who 

has in the past four decades lectured, run a produc�on studio 

and held many one-person shows. Her work is represented in 

several interna�onal and South African na�onal collec�ons. 

She has par�cipated in major shows abroad including eight 

consecu�ve years at Ceramic Art London. 

Her signature work, which includes u�litarian, decora�ve and 

sculptural, explores the use of colour and pa�erns inspired by 

South African urban and rural landscapes. Clemen�na 

commented; “My inten�on is to ‘seek the sacred in the 

ordinary’. Bernard Leach is the reason I got into ceramics in the 

1970’s in South Africa. Although I subsequently moved away 

from the Anglo-Oriental tradi�on, in some ways there remains 

a memory which surfaces intermi�ently and draws me back to 

these roots. When I came to do the residency at the Leach 

Po�ery the challenge for me was, using the studio standard 

clay and glazes, how to build on the Leach legacy and make my own mark. It has been a 

wonderful journey and opened up many possibili�es which I now hope to develop further on my 

return to South Africa’.  

 

We very much hope to be able to welcome her back again in the future.  

 

Upcoming Residencies in 2017  

 

Glenn Lewis/ 13 April to 26 May  
Glenn will be exploring medieval po�ery forms as early tableware and photographing kitchens, 

pubs and other places in Cornwall that might relate to the po�ery forms. He is interested in 

reuni�ng cra- and art through presen�ng ordinary hand made po�ery paired with photographs. 

Each remains a separate en�ty but they are related through discovered poe�cal thoughts and 

details. 

 

Aaron Angell/ 5 June to 1 September  
In undertaking his residency at the Leach Po�ery, Angell will be presented with similar raw and 

na�ve materials to explore the medium in much the same way that Leach began working when 

he arrived in St Ives in 1920. This gives Angell the opportunity to work with the clay, that 

con�nuous material, and other materials in their purer states: free from the values of process 

and prac�ce that they a�ract as they migrate through the studio. 

This affords Angell, like Leach, the possibility to teach himself from the beginning – much in the 

spirit of Aaron’s ‘Troy Town Art Po�ery’ but in the environment of Cornwall. This could include 

access to unprocessed china clay, red clay, fire clay and materials like wood ash which are 

typically used in glaze formula�on. We are placing materiality at the heart of the experience 

while helping to facilitate subsequent material dialogues that are more in the tradi�on of Angell 

and Leach’s previous conversa�ons: exploratory and open. 



Courses & Workshops 
 

Clay Day Children’s Workshops  
 

Workshops are for children aged 6 - 12 years old, sessions last for approximately one hour and 

cost £7 per child. Booking is essen�al as places are limited. 

 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 2017 

Tues 4 April - Tropical Fish 

Weds 5 April - Tiles 

Tues 11 April - Monsters 

Weds 12 April -  Colourful Caterpillars 

 

SPRING HALF TERM 2017 

Tues 30 May - Sculpture 

Weds 31 May - Tortoises 

One-Day Beginners Hand-Building Workshop 

Thursday 13 April 2017 10am-4pm in the Clore Learning Studio 

Local Ar�st and Po�er, Tamsyn Trevorrow is pu.ng on a one day workshop for beginner po�ery 

enthusiasts who want to have a go at producing beau�ful hand made po�ery.  Tamsyn will begin 

with an introduc�on to her work, showing examples of how they have been built and 

fired.  There will also be a short discussion on the possibili�es of hand building as well as looking 

at other examples of work, i.e. African pots and sculpture. 

During the course you will make 3 pieces of work, exploring and pushing the boundaries of hand 

building through pinch, coiling and slab techniques.  Throughout the day prac�cal demonstra-

�ons will take place as well individual guidance.  A further talk and discussion on inlay, slips and 

glazes will conclude the course. All firing will take place a-er the course, for the work to fully dry 

out and will be ready for you to collect within 4 - 6 weeks or sent on to your specified address 

for a small postage charge. 

Cost £75 per person ( 10 people max.)  Booking online or phone 01736 799703 

Have A Go Thursdays 
 

FREE drop-in sessions (subject to entry to the museum) 

An exci�ng new opportunity for everyone to have a go with clay during their visit to the Leach to 

complete their authen�c experience.   

 

10.30am - 12.30pm in the old workshop. A mix of hand building, throwing and pinching work-

shops. 

Thursdays:  6 Apr,  13 Apr,  1 Jun (Throwing),  3 Aug,  10 Aug,  17 Aug (Throwing);   

31 Aug,  7 Sep, 14 Sep,  21 Sep,  28 Sep,  5 Oct,  12 Oct,  19 Oct,  26 Oct (Throwing),   

21 Dec,  28 Dec 



Masterclasses, Talks and Events 
 

Linda Styles - The Essen	al Ma0er of Clay - Places s	ll available - Book now! 
 

“Wonderful day with Linda Styles at the Leach Po�ery. She’s a mind full of inspira�on, 

knowledge and kindness” Charlie O’Sullivan 

 
A series of three workshops run at two week intervals in which 

par�cipants will enter into the spirit of experimenta�on and 

imagina�on through a series of prac�cal clay workshops, 

demonstra�ons and discussions.  The three workshops will cover 

Making, Glaze Applica�on and Lustres.  

Dates and 	mes: Tuesdays - February 28, March 14, March 28 2017, 

10.30am - 3pm 

Maximum number of students: 8 

Cost: £210 per person to include tui�on, materials and firing 

Debra Sloan Workshop - Make your own roof finial in the tradi	on of the West 

Country 

A five day workshop, in honour of the Leach Horseman which will be on display at the ‘That 

Con�nuous Thing’ exhibi�on at Tate St. Ives. Par�cipants will design and make their own roof 

finial or guardian. 

Dates and 	mes: 29 May - 2 June 2017, 10am - 4pm 

Maximum number of students : 8 

Cost: £450.00 

 

Adrian Brough - Stoneware Slipware Throwing Course 

A throwing masterclass exploring form and par�cularly surface, using slips, incising and other 

crea�ve techniques. Held in the original throwing room of the Leach Po�ery, par�cipants will 

enjoy the unique experience of working on Bernard Leach’s historic kickwheels. 

Date and Time: Wednesday 15 November 2017, 10am - 4pm 

Maximum number of students : 5 

Cost : £100 

To book a place or for further informa	on about these and 

other courses and events, please go to our website 

www.leachpo0ery.com or phone 01736 799703 



Viking Boat project:  made with Year 5’s from St Ives Junior School 

 
This was a clay boat building project lead by the Learning team at 

the Leach Po�ery.  In groups of 3 the children drew out the clay 

from templates and constructed the slabs to make a fleet of 

terraco�a Viking boats.  These boats had wooden textures 

imprinted into them and sculpted heads and tails to represent the 

boats going off to ba�le. These were then taken back to the po�ery 

and fired and later displayed at the Guildhall, St Ives and they will  

later be on display in the Old Museum during the Easter holidays. 

 

Future Local School Projects:   

St. Ives Infants School - Mural to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the School 

St. Ives Junior School - Egyp�an Canopic Jars with Year 3s star�ng in March 2017 

St. Ives School - collabora�ng with St. Ives School of Pain�ng on a project  with the A-er-School 

Hey Clay!  FREE Community Fun Day 

8 April 2017  10am - 4pm   For all ages and abili	es 

Come along to the Leach Po�ery in St Ives and make a clay character in one of our free sessions 

to help make a whole community of clay people. The characters will be put on display in our 

courtyard as part of our exhibi�on Clay: That Con�nuous Material 

Pre-booking for the �med sessions is essen�al (See our website for further booking details) 

 

Session 1: Saturday 10am –10.45am 

Session 2: Saturday 11.15am – Mid-day 

Session 3: Saturday 2-2.45pm 

 

Other ac�vi�es include:  

 

*Free entry to museum 

*Get messy with our Giant Clay Etch-A-Sketch 

*Free throwing demonstra	ons in the old po0ery 

 

Hey Clay! is a na�onal celebra�on of clay giving everyone the chance to unleash their inner 

po�er. Organised in associa�on with Cra-s Council and BBC Get Crea�ve. 



Walking Impressions - Leach Po0ery and the Sensory Trust 
 

Walking Impressions - A crea	ve walking, nature and ceramics project for people living with 

demen	a and their carers 

 

The pilot project took place over six weeks between August 

and October with approximately 24 people par�cipa�ng in 

four walks and two studio sessions. Members collaborated to 

create a ceramic mural tracing the shared sensory and 

geographical journey. They used local clay (found and 

sourced), took impressions from the landscape and added 

coloured oxides and sea glass.  

 

During the project, 313 handmade ceramic pebbles were 

created on the walks to raise awareness of the number of 

people diagnosed with demen�a in the areas walked. A film 

illustra�ng and documen�ng the project was specially 

commissioned for this exhibi�on to highlight that, despite 

demen�a, people can bring crea�vity and pleasure to the 

lives of others in their communi�es. The private view on 9 

November 2016 was a great event – a book was also created 

illustra�ng the project. 

 

We have now secured funding for the project to con�nue for at least another 6 months, shared 

between Leach Po�ery and Crea�ve spaces in the Community. The next walks planned are as 

follows:  

 

Wednesday 1st March 10:30-12:30 Trencrom Hill Meet in Na�onal Trust Trencrom Hill car park, 

TR27 6NP.  

Wednesday 8th March 10:30-12:30 St. Erth Meet in car park opposite Old School and St Erth 

Chapel, TR27 6HL.  

Wednesday 15th March 10:30-12:30 St. Ives Meet in Sloop Car Park, St. Ives, TR26 1LT.  

Wednesday 22nd March 10:30-12:30 Marazion Marshes Meet in Marazion Sta�on pay and 

display car park, TR17 0AA.  

Wednesday 29th March 10:30-12:30 In the 

Studio Meet in the studio at Leach Po�ery, 

TR26 2HE.  

 

If anyone is interested in joining the project 

please contact Ellie Robinson Carter 01726 

222900 or email 

erobinsoncarter@sensorytrust.org.uk 

Walking Impressions at St. Uny Church, Lelant 



 

 

 

Teapots at the Tate 
 

To complement and celebrate the Tate St Ives reopening, and their new exhibi�on ‘That 

Con�nuous Thing: Ar�sts and the Ceramics Studio 1920 – Today’ we are cura�ng an exhibi�on in 

the Resource Room which will showcase the process of po�ery making. Roelof Uys, our Senior 

Produc�on Po�er, has been busy designing a new teapot for our Standard Ware collec�on.  

 

Through both photography and film, we have documented each stage in the process of Roelof 

making the teapot by hand. We an�cipate some large-scale images by Ma�hew Tyas and a film 

by Senara Wilson Hodges. The exhibi�on will also feature examples of the teapot, at each stage 

in the making process, from start to finish. The exhibi�on will be on at the Tate from the 31 

March un�l 3 September 2017. 

Photos by Matthew Tyas 



Leach Po0ery Opening Hours 
March - October  

Mon-Sat 10am to 5pm (last entries to museum 4.30pm) 
Sun 11am to 4pm (last entries to museum 3.30pm) 

  

November - end of February 

Mon-Sat 10am to 5pm (last entries to museum 4.30pm) 

Closed Sundays 

Closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day 

 

Leach Po�ery, Higher Stennack, St. Ives, TR26 2HE 

Telephone : 01736 799703   

Email : office@leachpo�ery.com  

 

 

Join our 

Facebook 

group for 

the latest 

updates 

Leach Po0ery Online Shop—don’t forget to visit our online shop at www.leachpo�ery.com  

Future Newsle0ers - if you are happy to receive future newsle�ers via email, please could you 

contact Margaret - office@leachpo�ery.com with your email address. Thank you. 

Leach Po0ery Website —up-to-date informa�on about all our exhibi�ons, events and classes 

available on our website - www.leachpo�ery.com 

Summary of Events in 2017  

 

 

Title Time Date Cost 

    

Linda Styles: The Essen�al Ma�er of Clay 10.30-3pm 28 February 

£210 (for 3 ses-

sions) 

Linda Styles: The Essen�al Ma�er of Clay 10.30-3pm 14 March  

Exhibi�on Preview: Clay, That Con�nuous Thing 6-8pm 24 March FREE 

Linda Styles: The Essen�al Ma�er of Clay 10.30-3pm 28 March  

Saturday Glaze Course 10am - 4pm 1 April £100 

Hey Clay! A day of free ac�vi�es at the Leach 

Po�ery 10am - 4pm 8 April FREE 

Tamsyn Trevorrow: Beginners Handbuilding Course 10am -4pm 13 April £50 

Debra Sloan - make your own roof finial 10am - 5pm 29 May to 2 June  

Preview: Studio Exhibi�on 6-8pm 16 June FREE 

Jenny Bevan: Clay Con�nuium 10.30am-4pm 3-7 July £200 

Saturday  Glaze Course 10am - 4pm 14 July £100 

Preview: Jim Malone Solo Show & Anglo- Oriental 6-8pm 8 September FREE 

Workshop: Jim Malone 10.30am - 4pm 11-13 September £300 

Adrian Brough : Stoneware/slipware 10am- 4pm 15 November £100 


