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Pottery history detective 

National Curriculum: 
Art & Design: the history of art, craft, design and 
architecture, including periods, styles and major movements 
from ancient times up to the present day  
History: changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change 
in national life; significant historical events, people and 
places in their own locality 

Materials needed: Images of the pottery before the 
opening of the museum from the Additional 
Resources Images. Optional: student sketchbooks, 
torch (may be available to borrow from reception) 

Key Questions: How does the way a building looks 
reflect its history? Where are some of the visual clues 
to change found at the Leach Pottery? Why do we 
preserve historic buildings? 

Learning Objectives: Students will observe and be 
able to identify patterns of use based on the physical 
building. Students will use this information 
to speculate on the changes to the site over time. 
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Activity:  
If you are taking a guided tour, many of these questions 
will be answered. These are suggested prompts for 
discussion and can be used in any order. Alternately, 
provide the students with them to find scavenger-hunt 
style.  
We preserve historic buildings because of the stories 
that are preserved in the buildings themselves. We can 
look for clues to what has happened in the buildings 
over time and of the people who lived here.  

1) From outside, have a good look at the different
buildings. Which ones do they think are older
and which newer? How would they describe
the differences? Are there clues to how they
look that show the function of each space?
Hint: The new production studio, museum &
galleries, and historic buildings each have a
unique look.

2) Compare the historic image of the pottery
buildings with what they can see on site. How
would it be different?  What specific changes
can they identify and what elements are still
the same? Imagine what it would be like to
come here as a student when it was new. What
would they see, smell and hear?

3) In the kiln room, look up at the walls. What do
they think has caused the black colour? Hint:
In the 1930s, these kilns were converted from
wood to oil burning. Look inside of the kiln.
What do they notice about the walls of the
chambers? Does it remind them of the glaze
they have seen on the pots? What do they
think happened to make it that way? Can they
see a difference in the different chambers? Is
this a clue to the age or use of the different
parts of the kiln? Hint: During the firing, the
temperature is hot enough to melt and vaporize
the glass in the glaze. This kiln was used for
more than 50 years! Over time glaze residue
builds up on the walls.  The fire is hottest in
the lowest parts of the kiln. The top part of the
kiln didn’t get as hot, so they used this for the
first part of the firing process, bisque firing.
How many pieces do they think may have been
fired in the kiln in that time?

4) Is anything they have noticed about the town
of St. Ives that would give a clue as to why the
pottery was located here? Watch out for clues
to the artistic heritage and find connections
with the community of artists. Hint: How many
galleries and places to see art are found in this
town compared to others of a similar size?
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