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What is pottery? 
Class discussion 
20 minutes 

National Curriculum: 
English: use spoken language to develop understanding 
through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring 
ideas 
Science : identifying and classifying; using their 
observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions; 
distinguish between an object and the material from which 
it is made; identify and name a variety of everyday 
materials; compare and group together a variety of everyday 
materials on the basis of their simple physical properties 

Materials needed: Objects of various materials (clay 
(china or porcelain is ok), wood, glass, metal etc). 
Parents and charity shops can be a good source for 
these items; small piece of wet clay (optional). 

Key Questions: What makes clay different from 
other materials? Who is a potter and what is a 
pottery? Where have they experienced pottery in 
their own lives? 

Learning Objectives: Students can identify objects 
which might be made from clay. Students can 
identify these objects using the new vocabulary 
words.   

Activity: 
1) Bring in a variety of cups, plates, vases etc.

made of different materials. Allow students
time to examine them, and ask them to sort
them into different categories. These could
include function (what they are used for),
how they look, or any other ideas the
children have. Ask students to share where
they have seen objects like these being used.
If necessary guide the group to identify the
objects made of clay and come up with some
words that describe how this material is
different from the rest.

2) Write down the student’s observations on
the board. Don’t worry at this point if their
definition shares qualities with the other
objects (hard, smooth, heavy) etc. Finally, add
that all these objects share a special quality:
they are made of clay!

3) Pass around a small ball of soft clay and allow
students to handle it. Introduce the idea that
clay is something that people have been using
for a very long time because it can be made
into any shape when it’s soft. When it is
‘cooked’ in a kind of oven just for clay called
a kiln, it becomes hard and lasts a long time.
This is called ‘firing’.

4) When this happens, things made from clay
become pottery. The people who make things
out of clay are called potters. They will be
going to a place called a pottery (optional:
where they will get a chance to be potters for
a day and make their own pottery out of clay.)

Extension: Watch the BBC Bitesize video ‘Proud to 
be a Potter’ at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zs497hv 
This is an excellent introduction to the history of 
pottery and the job of a potter targeted to KS1-2. 
5 minutes.  
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